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B.W. Gibbons presented our speakers from Common
Ground Shoals. “It’s a pleasure to have them back to
share with us their changes and growth. In 2019, Common Ground Shoals served 95 youths in the west Florence community through its after-school leadership program and 8-week summer leadership camp. The youth
received academic help, participated in Bible study,
leadership development, art, enrichment, extracurricular
activities and life experience trips. Not only do the youth
have a consistent place of safety, love, grace, structure
and discipline during their highest risk times, they’re
also connected with resources, mentors, and opportunities from the larger Shoals area.”
“Thank you for having us back a 2nd time” said Sky Stewart. “As many of you know,
Common Ground was created to help our community children. Issues ranging from
lack of stability in family units to fatherlessness to lack of resources make it extremely
difficult for youth growing up in impoverished communities to find long term success.
Common Ground Shoals focuses on leadership and youth development year-round.
Last time we were here, we talked about needing a facility for our youth to come to.
We were serving around 30 kids at that time and were working out of the back of our
cars with supplies and being where we needed to be to support and love on them.
When the summer came around, we had about 60 kids. Since then, we are now in the
community center right in the heart of the project homes in the west side. This has
been so helpful to us to have a space near their homes and in walking distance of their
homes. It is where about 80% of the kids in our program live.”

Lee Mayhall also explained “We have grown so fast that we have needed to increase
our staff. We have hired Tracy and will be hiring Fabian full-time beginning in the
summer. Right now, we have about 70 kids involved in the program and about 50-60
who come on a regular basis. Originally, we wanted to bring these kids together to
TBA
Feb25
mentor them, help them with their homework and do a
Bible study, but we have become so much more than
that. We have expanded so quickly that we are not able to
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accept any more kids at this time. We don’t want to have
so many that we can’t be effective to them. The greatest
goal we’ve reached is just providing a place of positivity
for the kids to come to every day. We’re revamping what
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we’re doing after school to really engage with the kids
and help them with their homework and tutoring. We
also have tutors come in to help us. The children are kinMarch17
TBA
dergarten though 8th, but we even have a few high
schoolers. After our first summer, we realized that we
really needed a woman to be on staff with us to work
Do you have an idea for a speaker?
Call Fran
with our girls. Sky and I can be there for the girls, but we
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needed someone who could be firm, disciplined and a loving motherly figure
to them who will keep them straight, but also show them grace and love from a
ministry perspective. That’s why we had Tracy come on board.”
“I found Common Ground Shoals” said Tracy, “because that’s where God led
me.” That’s where He needed me and I feel as though these young ladies can
learn a lot from me. One of the main things I want to do is introduce them to
God and build up disciples in Christ. I want to teach them the way to be ladies
and how to carry themselves and to value themselves. I want to love on them
and correct them. I want to teach them things that could further them along in
life. While they work my nerves every day, at the end of the day, I see the
grace and the love I have for them and I am so honored to be apart of their
lives and apart of Common Ground.”
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Lee added “Even after our after-school program is over, we
try to continue our outreach to them by supporting them at
basketball games, baseball games, etc. Sky and I also coach
football to some of the kids. We teach them good sportsmanship and being the kind of people to spread positive energy to
others. Not only does our program just simply get kids out of
the house to be with good people and friends, it also gets them
away from possibly doing bad things. They get to be around
people who strive to be positive role models in their lives. Fabian has been working with us the past few summers part time
and as our organization is growing, we are going to need him full time. He has his undergrad in social work and
finishing his masters in community development. He has a passion for youth; especially those in impoverish
situations. He is going to be such a great asset to our team in helping us build better systems and structures for
the developmental programs for the kids.”
“I’ve traveled overseas” said Fabian, “and have done many internships outside of Alabama, but God has
brought me back and has brought me to the realization we have the same issues that are happening in other
states and other parts of the world in our own backyard. God changed my heart and my focus and has placed me
here in Florence to help these children. I’m looking forward to working with Common Ground and bringing a
bit of my education to this program to help them grow and benefit more children.”
“We do have a few needs currently” said Lee. “We’re a 501c3, so we fund raise for everything we do. We have
recently started applying for grants. We are hoping to get more monthly donors this year and just a broader
range of support financially. We are also looking for volunteers and tutors for after school. For our after school
program, we get food from local city schools that are left overs and we use plates, spoons, forks, and paper towels to serve that on. Collecting those things along with snacks such as juice, chips, gummies, etc. would be extremely helpful. Things like that we always have a need for. The more we can get of that, the more we can save
space in our budget to spend time with the children on life experiences by going on field trips and doing things
that they must have never gotten to do before.”

Exchange Club: We will be collecting these
needed products for Common Ground
Shoals! Please bring your items to the
meeting next week!
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Please welcome Melissa Bevis and Maureen Murphy as new members to the Florence Exchange Club! We are
so glad to have two new great members. We hope that you will find passion in helping others, building friendships, networking, and most importantly in our core values of family, community and country.

•
•
•
•

Foodland is going to host the food run again this year. We are still looking at dates in April and deciding
between Killen and Muscle Shoals store.
Scholarship committee is going to meet in early March. The plan is to have everything in place by the end
of the school year. If you are interested in being apart of this committee, please let Joel know! If you want
to have a voice in the decisions made regarding the scholarship, you must join this committee!
Pecans are sold out!!!! It was a great success. Thank you to everyone who worked so hard in selling.
Joe Patterson and Vance Pearsall worked on our flags at Deibert Park. They replaced every one of the flags
as well as working on the ropes and pulleys. Thank you gentlemen!

The Chili cookoff is THIS Saturday at Singing River Brewery. James has
us a WINNING recipe from John Dupuis. We will need volunteers to
bring a large cooler, a long extension cord, a table, and tent. Brian Maples is bringing a 5-gallon pot and will be printing some Exchange Club
information and information about our chili to place in acrylic frames.
James will be bringing an Exchange banner. If you are planning on staying for a little while, don’t forget to bring a chair to sit in. Cooking begins at noon and lasts until 4:00pm. If you cannot spend the day, we need
you most around noon to volunteer setting up and getting started. 5 gallons of chili have to be prepared by
4:00pm. Judging will begin shortly after that. The crowd will then be allowed in. Tickets for entrance if you are
not cooking are $12/each. With your ticket, you are allowed to sample each group’s chili. The judges vote on a
restaurant division and an amateur division. The two winners get to choose a charity to donate their winnings to.
We’d love to have anyone and everyone volunteer to help and enjoy fellowship along with getting our club’s
name out into the community and helping to recruit new members! Don’t forget to wear your Exchange Club tshirt!

